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(1564 - 1638)

Adoration of the Magi in the snow
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T h e painting W e present W a s acquired
a v vy conmnoitisseaur o f O1d Master p ain

]
f amous Adoration o f t h e Magi by Piet
c

atalogue rais onmnée s ince t h e fir st s
res umed l ater by K1awus Ertz (consult
drawing, a s w e |1 a s t h e beautiful pict
a vibrant, engaging w or k dear t o u s

T h e prototype o f t his com®position, cr
now h oused a t t h e Os k ar R einhart F ou
panel, s igmned a n d d ated 1 567 is a W o r
Vvery fir st depictions w it h "under f al
certain i f Pieter Brueghel t h e Y ounge
t here ar e thirty-six versiomns o f t his



justifying t h e popularity o f t his inte
Brueghe!l Enterprise, Maastricht, Brus

by t h e s on continue t h e falling s now ]

S on o f Pieter Brueghel t he Elder, a g
t h e Younger quickIly realized t hat t h e
throwughout Europe. H e used h is talen !
p oetic repetition o f h is com@positions
as s ociating tradition an d modernnity i1
t he time . F or t hey W er e s o e ager t o 0
W € present., A doration o f t h e Magi, 1S

A NALYSE O F S O ME IMP ORTANT DETATILS
1 . T h e religious pretex:t
Transplaced geographically an d "¢l 1ma

from t h e aridity o f Bethlehem t o a
Relegated t o t h e left-hand inside c or

part of the w or k , s eeking t o s h ow t h a
2 . T h e political c ontext

T h e h or s es covered 1 n blamnkets bearir
entr e o f t h e w or k , an d e vo ke t h e p ¢
S panish Netherlands, s tates o f t he H o
under Habsburgyg rule from 1 556 unt il 1
3. Daily 11 f e in p aint

Brueghel"s com@position invites t h e vV i
activities o f everyday 1ife: w ater-c a:
w it h distracting s ¢cene s

4 . T h e drawing beneath

Drawing remained at t h e h e ar't o f Br u «
o f compositions . Her e clearly visible

is t h en generous.Ily applied

5 . T h e clover-1eaf m ar k

T h e mar k appearts 0o n t h e b ac k o f t h e



s tamp o f t h e mak er o f t h e panels., M i«
between t h e different trades in 1 7t h -
is als o t h e emblem o f t h e guild o f A n

c i1ty "'s association o f artists
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