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David playing the harp before Saul, after an
engraving by Lucas van Leyden
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17 th century

h e s cene il lTustrates an e pisode i n
pposing David t o King S aul. After I
h e y oung s hepherd i s el evated t o t ol
h e k ing i s W 0 n over by jealousy and
h e harp, i s called b vy G od t o appea:
ngrawving o f Lucas vV .an Leyden repre
avid playing. Subsequently, t h e k i n
n t he y oung s hepherd’ s i fe, a t hre
| a c e in the h ands o f Saul a spear-r
h e s cene unfolds in a S pace only s
ackground, w here t h e t hrone o f S a
l ement . I n t h e foreground, t h e k in
e ariness and melancholy. H e wears
riental h e adgear, a sign o f h i s r o
ointed a t t h e h arp player. H i s d ark
h at inhabits h i m. H e stares fixedly
h e s cene and introduces him into th
o his | eft, David, a c¢calm y o ung m a n
h e h arp. Between t h e k ing and t h e !

onversation, o0ne dressed i n red, th



