CHARLES-FRANCOIS GRENIER DE LACROIX, DIT LACROIX DE

MARSEILLE
(C1700- 1779)
View of a Mediterranean Harbour
1768
17 6 8
58 .5 x 82 Y5imenh 8B x 32
O il on canywvas

18 th century
D e Lacroix

B orn i n Marseille around 17 0 0 , Char
Lacroix d e Marseille, i s 0O n e of the I
marine painting. Trained i n the trad
s pent time i n ltaly, h e developed a
h arbour s cenes i n w h i ch l'ight, atmo s
rol e . Hi s wor k., highly s ought after
G erman art |l overs, de monstrates a p

nature and the classical ideal inher:



T his composition belongs to the grou
during the 17 6 0 s . It guides the ey e
s uccession o f perfectly articulated
branches swept by the wind frames a
S everal figures — fishermen, travel.l
b efore t h e composition oOpens o ut o n
are mo vVving about, whils't i n t h e b ac
sil houettes of a harbour town b athed
A's in h i s finest works, Lacroix d o e s
instead composes a fanciful h arbowur
by t h e I'talian and Provengcgal c 0 a st
Mediterranean. T h e architecture, t h
movVvements of the figures all form p a

every element contributes to the h ar

Light i s t h e true s uUubiject of the p a i |
silvery gl ow t o filter t hrowugh, w h ic
h arbour and envelops the b uildings
mastery o f atmospheric e ffects, com
an d gol den oc hres, reveals t h e ar ti
light - a direct | e gacy of the cl as si
T h e qguality o f t h e drawing, t h e d e |
foliage and t h e particularwrly meticul

w o r k created at a time w h e n Lacroix
Lacroix / 17 6 8, affixed i n t h e | o w
e xecuted during this particularly prc

I n s pirit, this composition bears a ¢
collections, notably *M arine d e n u it
Mus ¢é e d e s Beaux-Arts i n Dijon, *S c e
Dallas M useum of Art , and *T h e Villa
in Berlin. T hese works exemplify t |
architecture, |l andscape and Ilight, a

of the hallmarks o f Lacroix d e M arse



